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The Provisional Government, of which Dupont de
1'Eure was the nominal head, but Lamartine the soul
and spirit, was faced with a crisis of extraordinary
peril and perplexity. In a city seething with the
ferment of successful revolution, it was debarred by its
own antecedents and credentials from the employment
of armed force. Three of its members, with what
measure of support behind them no man could calculate,
were hotly impelling their colleagues down the paths
of Socialism. Another body of opinion, enthusiastically
held and more strictly belonging to the republican
tradition of the country, urged the instant undertaking
of a crusade to relieve the suffering peoples of Europe
from the tyrants who oppressed them. Again and
again the government was besieged by organized mobs
and compelled to make promises which it was no part
of wisdom to perform. Yet, despite many difficulties
and not a few mistakes, these men who, without any
preparatory experience, suddenly found themselves
called to conduct the government of a great country,
exhibited a truer apprehension of the highest states-
manship than all the experienced parliamentarians of
the Guizot regime. They did away with slavery in the
French colonies, abolished the death penal uy for
political offences, made an end of imprisonment for
debt, legalized trades unions, and decreed that the
future Chamber should be elected on a system of uni-
versal suffrage. To the finer parts of the republican
tradition they were true ; the dangerous or deplorable
elements they were emphatic to reject. They
adumbrated a scheme of free primary education ; they
declined to be drawn into a war of propaganda or to
admit that the guillotine is the lawful arbiter of
political difference. While thus attempting to clear